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Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R, § MPEP § 609, Applicants are submitting the 

enclosed IDS concurrently with the paymen^^e issue fee. Applicants are including copies of 
the requisite itrfonnation in accordance with Pa^^OfBce guidance; as Applicants filed the 
above-referenced application after June 30, 2003, Applicants are not providing copies of U.S. 
patents. Applicants request that the Examiner consider the information cited in this IDS and 
officially make it of record in accordance with the provisions of 37 C.RR. § 1.97 and MPEP 
§ 609. 

In the above-referenced application, Applicants discussed commonly-assigned U.S. 
Patent No. 5,898,058 for a Method Of Post-Polymerization Stabilization Of High Activity 
Catalysts In Continuous Polyethylene Terephthalate Production. U.S. Patent No. 5,898,058, 
which Applicants cited in a previous IDS, di scloses adding a stabilizer at or after the end of the 
polymerization reaction and before polymer processing. . 

U.S. Patent No. 5,898,058 has a European patent counterpart, namely commonly- 
assigned European Patent EP 0900247, On June 23, 2004, Eastman Chemical filed an 
opposition against European Patent EP 0900247. Although U.S. Patent No. 5,898,058 and 
European Patent EP 0900247 are not counterparts to the above-referenced application, the 
present application recites as one object providing "a continuous process for the production of 
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high quality polyethylene tcrcphthalate polyester that improves upon the stabilizer-addition 
techniques disclosed by commonly-assigned U.S. Patent No. 5,898,058/' For completeness, 
therefore, Applicants are disclosing to the Patent Office Eastman Chemical's opposition, as well 
as the references as provided in this opposition. 

Applicants note that Eastman Chemical's opposition cites seven references. Of these, 
International Publication No, WO 97/44376 (Dl) is a counterpart to U.S. Patent Application 
No. 08/650,291, which issued as U.S. Patent No. 5,898,058. Accordingly, Applicants are not 
listing Dl in this IDS — Dl is cumulative in view of Applicants prior disclosure of U.S. Patent 
No. 5,898,058. Likewise, Applicants rfted U.S. Patent No. 5,008,230 (D2) in a previous IDS 
and so are not listing D2 is this IDS . *\ 1. 

f >> 

As required hy 37 C.F.R. § 1 ,97(a)*.nd4tcm of information contained in the information 
disclosure statement was cited in a commmucati^n from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application, and, to the knowledge of$ri#pgrson signing the certification after making 
reasonable raquiry, no item of information contain ed in the information disclosure statement was 
known to any indi vidual designated in 37 CP -R. § 1 .56(c) more than three months prior to the 
filing of the information disclosure statement. 

As further required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d), Applicants are including the fee ($180) set 
forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p). The Commissioner is hereby authored to charge any additional 
fees that may be required, or credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 50-0332. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Richard L. Additon 
Registration No. 43,460 

021176 

Siratfia & Allan, P.A. 

1 1610 North Community House Road, Suite 200 

Charlotte, NC 29277-2 162 

Telephone: 704^945-6702 

Facsimile: 704-945-6735 

S:\FIBM DOCS\3200U2DMDS 090304.doc 
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and TradomflfK Office, U.3, Deportment of Commerce, P.O. Sox 14S0, Alexandria, VA 22313-1400. DO NOT SEND FEES OR OOMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO; Commissioner tor Patents, P.O. BrjX 145D, Alexandria, VA 22313-14S0. 
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